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I.—Forr1GN POLITICS. 


THE Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the Ist 
July has the following :— 
Mr. Brodrick had hoped thatthe war in Somali- 
land would come to a close by the end of the month of June. But man 1s 
never destined to have all his hopes fulfilled, and though the month of June is 
ast, the war still shows no signs of a termination. On the con , the Mad 
Mullah has, of late, been harassing the British force with redoubled energy. 
There is no news of either defeat or victory, and the only piece of available 
information is that troops are being sent in large numbers from India toSomali- 
land. That, however, is not good news. ‘he Somalis are a race of half- 
civilised Arabs, extremely fond of fighting. England had no knowledge of 
their fighting capacity before the war began. : 
9. The same paper has the following :— 
Tibet is probably not going to enjoy her 
— independence much longer. For the Russian 
Bear, on the one hand, and the British Lion, on the other, have been casting 
longing looks upon her. Ever since the commencement of British rule in India, 
the British Lion has kept an eye on the Tibet frontier. An unsuccessful 
attempt was made in the time of Warren Hastings to enter into that country. 
At another time Mr. Colman Macaulay made a similar attempt, but returned pick- 
ing a quarrel with the subjects of the Dalai Lama. Recently, two European 
travellers made a fimilar attempt. One of them was Monsieur Notovitch, a 
Russian, aad the other Mr, Landor, an Englishman. The former succeeded and 
carried back with him much information regarding the country. Mr. Landor 


The Somaliland war. 


failed to effect an entrance. A certain amount of good feeling has accordingly ~ 


been created between the Russians and the Tibetans. The latter have been 
cordially received at St. Petersburg and Moscow, and the former are freely 
coming to Lhassa and working out their object. While filled with wonder at 
the friendly feeling which has arisen between the Russian Bear and the Tibetan 
sheep, the British Lion cast from the heights of Simla wistful glances at the 
country of the Lama, with the desire probably swelling in his mind to jum 
down into it by one brief leap. But tnat was not to be. For the British 
Government was not on good terms with the Dalai Lama. Neither have the 
Chinese the same control over Tibet whichthey oncehad, Yet, itisthrough the 
influence of China that Major Younghusband has obtained facilities for 
entering into Tibet. The British Resident in China has specially requested the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet to see that the members of the British Mission are 
not ill-treated by the Dalai Lama, and this request has produced some effect. 
So the British, too, have got access to Tibet. We may now expect to see 
Tibet’s condition changed in sone ten or fifteen years. 

3. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July says that the authorities at 
Home, who were so long speaking of the Somaliland 
war as nothing more than a mad freak of an insane 
Mullah, are now trying to make the English nation understand that the Mullah is 
hot an insignificant enemy to deal with, and many people are saying that the 
Somaliland war should be conducted in the manner in which the Boer war was 
conducted inits last stage. Itis not easy to explain away a war which is drawing 
large numbers of soldiers to the field, entailing enormous expenses. One Italian 
and three English men-of-war have sailed for the Baraida bunder to discover 
whether the Mullah has not any factory for manufacturing weapons of war. The 
War Department has, indeed, received a good lesson from the Mullah. 

4. The following paragraph is taken from the English columns of the 
People and Praiwvasi | Calcutta) of the 8th July :-- 

_ Reuter has done us the favour of stating for 
our information that ‘the strongest military measures will be adopted for the 
suppression of the Mullah on the arrival of General Egerton” on the theatre of 
war in Somaliland. Well, are we to understand that the measures hitherto 
taken for the suppression of this madcap of a Mullah with so much more method 
about his madness than there is in all the sanity of his British foemen, have 
been of the weakest? Have not our officers and men at the front been doing 
their level best, but only trifling with the situation ? It will be interesting to 
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watch how the “ strong measures,” which are at last about to be taken, help to 
bring about the much-wished-for consummation. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


5. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 25th June quotes a paragraph from the 
Bartsal Mitaisht newspaper containing the follow. 
ing :— 

Srimati Basanta Kumari Dasi was sleeping with her husband in her house 
in the Pdgaris& village under the Mebendiganj thana, when Muskar Ali and 
nine other budmashes suddenly attacked them, carried them outside of the house, 
severely beat the husband, and went away with Basanta Kumari, Afterwards the 
ten rascals ravished her and kept her concealed for fifteen days In the mean- 
time they kept such.a sharp eye on her husband that he could not stir out of his 
house. Another family lived in the house, but being servants of the culprits 
they were obliged to help them in this act of wrongful confinement. On the 9th 
April last the head constable of the local thana having come to the village on 
some business, the husband managed to escape from his confinement and relate 
the whole story to him. The head constable reported the matter to Anath 
Babu, the Sub-Inspector of the thana. Anath Bubu, in his turn, considering the 
importance of the case, asked for the help of an Inspector. On this, the Sadar 
Inspector, Babu Priyanath Datta, investigated the case with the help of Anath 
Babu and reported it as false. But on receiving this report, the District Magis. 
trate ordered Babu Prafulla Sankar Sen, a Deputy Magistrate, to make a judicial 
enquiry, and, on receiving the latter’s report, ordered the police to send up the 
case in the A form. In one place in his report Prafulla Babu writes: —‘ I will 
not make any remark now on the conduct of the investigating officers, Priyanath 
Datta and Anath Bandhu Datta.” Medical examination has proved that the 
wounds found on Basanta Kumari’s person were caused by brutal sexual inter- 
course. It makes one’s hair stand on end even to imagine a young Kayasthe lady 

snatched away from her husband’s arms and brutally ravished. It will be 
difficult for Basanta Kumari’s husband, poor and weak as he is, to prove the case 
against his powerful enemies, and the more suv as the police first sent up the case 
7 the C form. We request the District Magistrate to pay special attention to 
the case. 
6. The Pratinidhé , Comilla] of the 27th June saysthat theft has become 
extremely rife in Comilla town. Lately, there have 
— of theft in Comilla been thefts in the houses of Babu Nabin Chandra 
| Sen, Senior Deputy Magistrate, Babu Mahendra 
Chandra Raha, pleader, Syed Hossain Haidar Chaudhuri, zamindar, and Babu 
Kshetra Nath Rai. But the police have failed to trace the thieves in all these 
cases. The authorities of the Police Department transferred Babu Ghinija 
Prasanna Bal, the popular Inspector of Comilla, to Chandpur, and appointed the 
Inspector of Chandpur in his place. But the latter has failed to show any 
efficiency in Comilla. | 
7. The Békas [Barisal] of the 30th June complains that, though there 
) _ gre five thousand chaukidars in the Backergunge 
ak vege fm lb ogy district, and about five hundred dafadars and a 
large number of panchayets to supervise their 
work, chaukidari work is not at all satisfactorily done in this district. The 
villagers have to pay a very large amount as chaukidari-tax, but they get no 
services from the chaukidars in return. To keep watch and ward at night 1s 
one of the chaukidar’s principal duties, but he is seldom found to perform it. 
In consequence of neglect of duty by chaukidars, theft has become 
extremely rife in the district. The truth is that the people gain nothing by 
payive the chaukidari-tax. They are, on the contrary, not unoften oppressed 
y chaukidars who are maintained out of the proceeds of the chaukidari-tax. _ 
8. Speaking of the frequency of murders in the Bankura district, the 
Murders in the Bankura district, P@@*ur@ , Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist July says 
' that Beni Madhav Mahapatra, of the Supur village, 
Dwijabar Das, of the Sonarmukhi village, and Chandra Mohan Das, of the 
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; ur village, were murdered on highroads, and Gossain Das Giri, of the 
2 village under the Onda thana, wag murdered by a secret hand when 
asleep; but the culprits in all the four cases escaped punishment, Again, on 
the 24th June last, Dhananjay Sarkar, of the Kargali village under the Raipur 
shana, was murdered when asleep. The man’s groans roused his wife, who was 
sleeping near him, and she saw her husband’s three murderers. The police has 
arrested two brothers, Haris Chandra Sarkhel and Anukul Sarkhel, and sent 
them up for trial. The present Magistrate of the district, Mr. Gupta, is a very 
good and able. man. He never allows time, energy, and opportunity to slip 
over murder, dacoity, and other serious crimes, arid sometimes himself investi- 

ates them. At present he is trying to trace a number of old cases which afford 
8 hopes of success; but for them bis predecessors were responsible. He holds 
the reins of administration with a strong hand, and it is hoped that crime will be 
effectively checked under him, and men’s minds will be freed from the terror 
which seizes them now. : , 


9 The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika | Calcutta} of the Ist 
July has the he 
A case of police z«lum in Cal. Weare sick of earing of Oppressions by the 
entie. mufassal Magistrates and the mufassal police. But 
the annoyance that a Magistrate, aided by the police, caused to the citizens of 
Calcutta on the 24th June last, is something which is quite unprecedented in 
Calcutta, and hes but few parallels in the mutassal. : 

At about 3-30 a.m. that day, the Ahiritola quarter of the town presented 
a unique appearance, for there, at that late hour of the night, the Magistrate of 


Alipore, accompanied by the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, the © 


District Superintendent of Police, Alipore, and a military officer, and at the 
head of a large number of Police Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, and head-constables 
and a posse of constables numbering about 150, might be found to have blockad- 
ed that part of the sleeping and silent locality which is bounded by Brindaban 
Basak’s Street, Baburam Ghosh’s Lane, and Nimu Gosain’s Lane. Any one 
seeing that would have naturally concluded that it was an expedition bound 


for Somaliland or some such place. But this police force had, as will presently — 


appear, come on an errand of a very different kind—an errand, indeed, of a 
most ordinary and peaceful character. | 


The point of attack of this extraordinary muster of police force was 
premises No. 41, Brindaban Basak’s Street. There is a small lane at the back 
of this house, and the first house in that lane belongs to Babu Girischandra 
Chandra, Treasurer of the Calcutta Collectorate. Giris Babu’s servant awoke 
him at that late hour of the night and told him that a number of Europeans 
with a large body of policemen were waiting at the door. Gliris Babu thought 
that they were municipal Inspectors come to inspect the taps. As soon as he 
came down, however, one of the Kuropeans present asked him for leave to get 
to his roof. Seeing Giris Babu hesitating to give a reply, another European 


said, “‘ Whether ‘bg agree or not, we will go up,” and at once a number of 
policemen got to his roof, 


_The police force now divided itself into several detachments, each of 
which took up, without leave asked for or given, its station on one or other of 
the adjacent roofs. On these summer nights, many people sleep with their 
wives and children on the roofs of their houses. It is not known whether any 
such sleeping family was surprised by the police ou the night in question. - 


When the police had thus taken up their stations on the roofs, the Euro- 
pean officers below woke up the sleeping inmates of premises No. 41, Brindaban 
Basak’s Street, and told them that they would search the house. Qn the sur- 
prised owners asking “why,” they were told that it was suspected that an 
absconding criminal, named Golap Singh, was concealed in that house. . | 

Now, one of the owners of the house in question is Bijay Babu, a clerk in 
the office of the Assistant Commissioner of Salt Revenue. It so happened that 
another clerk in that office, named Thakur Golap Singh, had in December last 
embezzled a sum of Rs. 7,500 and absconded. A detective informed the police 
that the absconding criminal was concealed in Bijay Babu’s house, and on the 
strength of this information ‘the police had come in such dreadful array to 
arrest the offender. 
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Bijay Babu told the officials that Golap Singh was not in his house ang 
that they might search it as carefully as they liked. The house was searched 
but there was no Wolap Singh there. The discomfited officials. then made 

the best of their way back at about 5-30 of the summer morning. Now, who jg 
responsible for the disturbance thus caused tothe sleeping residents of the 
locality ? But whom to ask this question? Bengal is now as good as a coun 
withouta ruler. If there had beena ruler, the Magistrates with the aid of 
the police, would not have ventured, either in the town or in the mufassal, to 
cause such disturbance to the people. Bengalis to-day in the position of 
country which has no responsible ruler. 
Sai Sar VisHxU 10. The same paper says that the Amrita Bazar Patrika, of Calcutta 
Fg a ag having first published a full account of the 
Pave, —— quarrel between Mr. M.S. Das, of Cuttack, on the 
Joly Ist, 1995. one hand, and the Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police, Cuttack, 
on the other, the Cuttack police has busied itself in finding out how and from, 
what source the Patrika got its information. It is rumoured that the suspicion 
of the police has fallen on a particular gentlemen. But it is a wonder that the 
simple fact that Cuttack, which is now only a few hours’ journey by rail from 
Calcutta, might have been visited by a reporter of the Pairika who might have 
collected his information there, has not yet dawned upon the shrewd intellect 
of the Cuttack police. | 
siete ll. The Sanjivani Ca oe! of the 2nd July says thatthe police has been 
July 2nd, 1903. for a long time searching for a man named Gola 
Singh, who was head clerk in the office of the 
Assistant Commissioner of the Salt Department, but whose whereabouts are not 
now known, and who cheated Government of Rs. 7,500 by means of two false 
bills. Failing to find any trace of the man, the police employed detevtives to 
watch the movements of Babu Bijay Mukharji, a resident of No. 41, Brindaban 
Basak’s Street in Calcutta, who is third clerk in the office in which Golap 
Singh was employed, and who was on very intimate terms with him. Bijay 
Babu is now on leave, but the police kept a very close watch upon him. He 
was also at various times openly asked for information about his friend. . But 
he failed to supply it. At last, on the night of the 23rd June last, a large 
body of police, accompanied by the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas and 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, surrounded Bijay Babu’s house, 
secretly effected an entrance into it, and made a search in it. The search, 
however, yielded no result, and the police had to go back crestfallen. 

The writer has learnt from a resident of the locality that the police now 
intends to suddenly arrest Bijay Babu some day, and when he will remain in 
custody, to once more search his house in his absence, But we have heard 

- nothing to this effect from Bijay Babu himself. It is also rumoured that Bijay 
Babu will sue the police for its zubherdust and illegal action in breaking into 
his house at dead of night. But it is doubtful whether he will have the courage 


to do so, when, after the expiration of his leave, he will have joined his 
‘appointment. | 3 


A house-senneh in Calentte. 


Saysivaxt. 12. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Baniabari in the 


mes Serajganj subdivision of the Pabna district, 
She chempident-tos. expresses suprise at the reply which was made by 


Lord George Hamilton to Mr. Weir’s interpellation in Parliament regardmg 
the oppressiveness of the chaukidari-tax. Lord George is probably under the 
impression that the majority of the Indian people are rich and only a small 
minority are pons, and that the latter have to pay no chaukidari-tax; and he, 
therefore, thinks that no oppression is committed on the poor in connection 
with the chaukidari-tax. Very creditable knowledge of India for a man who 
wields the destinies of the millions of her people! 

One fails to see what necessity there ic for waintaining two or three 
chaukidars and a dafadar in every village, when the majority of the villagers 
are too poor to get even two meals a day. ig 2 | | 
___ The sole duty of chaukidars is to serve the panchayets and the police 
officers. They have nothirg to fear if they can keep the police an the 
chaukidari muharrir in the Magistrate’s office satisfied. | 

The dafadars never do their work of watch and ward, and one cau hardly 
keep one’s temper to see the airs which the dafadars give themselves. They 


i 
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seldom go out on duty, but are very active when they see prospects of personal 
ie A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Netrakona in the 
_. Mymensingh district, says that in investigating the 
The Netrakona police in the ¢ase of theft which had occurred in the house of 
Mymensingh Cisteie® Adan Shaikh, of Kailati, the police of Netrakona 
made a search of the house of Turap Alikari, a known budmash, and took 
ossession of a sharp-edged sword which they found in the house. But though 
a fortnight has since elapsed, the police has taken no steps against Turap, not 
even for possessing @& sword without a license. | 

The police have as yet failed to trace the thefts which occurred in the 
houses of Babu Chandra Kanta Lahiri, of Atasia, and Babu Rajani Krishna 
Chaudhuri, of Samajgram. 

The police has also made no attempt as yet to serve the warrant on the 
accused in the case Chhamir Shaikh versus Audapuddin Shaikh. 

14. The Rangpur Dikprakash [Rangpur] of the 2nd July has the follow- 

ing :— 

(1) Theft has become extremely rife in 
Rangpur town, probably owing to the inability of the police to bring theives 
to justice. There is scarcely a week or a month in which three or four cases 
do not occur. Last week, there were thefts in the houses of Babus Nilkamal 
Misra, Gopal Rai, and Mahendra Das, and of Babu Hari Nath Thakur, of 
Kanchaneswar, besides one or two other Cases. ; 

(2) A tiger was for some days roaming about the town and has killed a 
girl of seven or eight. Attempts were made to kill it, but it has made itself 
scarce. 
~ 15. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 

eer Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd July:— | 

ee The report of the Police Commission has not 
yet been made public. A forecast of the recommendations, or at least what 
purported to be such, was published by the Advocate of India on the authority 
of its Simla correspondent and was widely commented on by the Indian Press. 
It was not long, however, before the same forecast received its quietus from the 
Pioneer, which, though it is under a cloud so far as the present Governor is con- 
cerned, still pretends to have the same access as of old to all kinds of official 
secrets) And our contemporary has not contented itself by merely publishing 
the negative statement aforesaid, but has tried to give us some idea of the nature 
of the recommendations made by the Police Commission. We are told that the 


Crime, &c., in Rangpur town. 


carrying out of the recommendations would involve heavy expenditure. This © 


is, of course, nothing out of the common, for reform means money, and large 
schemes of reform cannot be carried out without a correspondingly large out- 
lay. But when the Pioneer goes the length of assuring us that the Commission 
has pronounced itself against the separation of judicial and executive functions, 
we arefairly taken by surprise and begin to wonder if the question could be said 
_ to be within the legitimate province of the Commissioners’ enquiry, We are not 

told on what ground they have ventured upon such an extraordinary expression of 
_ Opinion, which is directly opposed to the evidence of reason and experience and 

the stern logic of facts. We do not want to go over so much trodden ground 
again, but even supposing that the people of India, who unanimously favour the 
separation as being best calculated to promote the satisfactory working of law 
and the administration of justice, need not count, there is the fact that more 
than a dozen retired Anglo-Indian officials of eminence, some of whom had 
been Judges of the Indian High Courts, have declared it as their opinion that 
the two functions, the combination of which leads to numerous scandals-and 
Judicial vagaries, should be separated. The Police Commission boasts few men 
of the stamp of Sir Richard Garth, Sir William Wedderburn and others who 
afix their signatures to a petition on the subject that was addressed to the 
Secretary of State for India. One need not thereforé hesitate between the two 
_ Sets of opinion advanced by the two parties in question: the opinion of Sir 

Richard Garth and his friends carries the greatest weight and is worthy of respect 
and acceptance, But putting aside this view of the matter, we should like very 
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much to know what reasons the Commission has to advance in support of the 
position which has been taken by them. It is a comfort to be toid that His 
Highness the Maharaja of Darbhanga has written a dissenting minute, This 
is as it should be, and all honour to the Meharaja for having the courage of hig 
convictions and the large-hearted magianimity with which he has identified 
himself with the views of his educated countrymen in this matter. Before we 
conclude we should like to ask Government not to let the matter hang fire an 
longer, but make haste and place the report of the Commission before the public, 
who are on the tenter-hooks of suspense and stand on the tiptoe of expectation 
in view of its publication. 2 
HitavaDt, 16. The itavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July says that the road by which 
en people come from Dhulagarhi and the neighbour. 
ing villages in the Howrah district is infested with 
robbers. A number of milkmen, one of whom wag 
one Turlabh Jethi, of the Sulati village, was attacked by them the other day, 
All the roadside shops have been closed owing to oppressions committed by the 
robbers, depriving passengers of their only places of shelter on the road, 
M1uIR-O SUDHAKAR, 17. A correspondent of the Mihir. o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 3rd July 
July 3rd, 1903, says that recently one day, when. a young woman 
of a respectable family of Amudbad within the 
jurisdiction of the Kasba thana in the Tippera 
district was going to fetch water from a tank, she was seized by two budmashes, 
who suddenly emerged. from a jute field, and was carried away and outraged, 
The budmashes fled on the incident coming to the knowledge of a villager. In- 
formation was sent to the thana and an investigation was held, but the culprits 
have not yet been apprehended. 
oe 18. The people and Prativass [Calcutta | of the 8rd July has the following 
July 3rd, 1903, in its English columns :— 

It is a matter for sincere regret that cases of 
dastardly outrages on women by brutes in human shape should have latel 
manifested a distinctly upward tendency in the different districts of Bengal, 
There was a time when such: cases were mainly confined within the boundaries 
of Eastern Bengal, the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh enjoying an 
unenviable notoriety for the frequency of such scandalous occurrences, which 
happily was not shared by the other districts. But somehow—may be because 
of the tendency {?). with which the law Courts are wont to visit such atrocious 
offences—the foul contagion has been spreading further afield, and scarcely a 
day passes when our vernacular contemporaries do not report one or more of 
such cases as having occurred in some part of Bengal or other—cases in which 
women under cover of darkness have been torn from the arms of their panic: 
stricken husbands, carried long distances, outraged by their rascally abductors, 
and turned and turned about till their very breath has been knocked out of them 
and their lives placed in jeopardy, and been then left. to their fate by the 
despoilers of their honour either to perish in the first ditch, or drag on a 
wearisome life of shame and social opprobrium. For the social laws of the 
Hindus are like the laws of the Medes and the Persians, and do not admit of 
the slightest relaxation or abatement. Once a woman deviates from the path 
of virtne—or is made to deviate for no fault of her own, but through the 
machinations and villainies of devils incarnate in human shape—she is at once 
put outside the pale of respectable society and is considered to be beyond the 
reach of grace and pardon. No heed is taken of the fact that she is more 
sinned against than sinning—that she has not been a willing agent in the 
transaction through which she has been robbed of that heavenly gift which 18a 
woman’s most precious possession—and so far from being given a chance to 
redeem her lost honour and purge herself clean of the impurity which attaches to 
her character—she is cut off from fire and water and is shunned like plague by 
the goody-goodies and ‘‘ unco guid” in whom this world of ours so plentifully 
abounds. A regular crusade 1s organised against the poor woman—the so-called 
virtuous turn up the whites of their eyes at the so-called sin which 1s none 
of her own doing—and in one word, everybody’s hand is against her. What 
wonder that by and bye her hand begins to be against everybody—against 
society, that is—and receiving no quarter she, too, in her turn begins to give 
none. She has nothing for it but to withdraw herself from a society in which 
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her former place knows her no more—and being thrown adrift on the hard, cruel 
world, bereft ofthe protection of her lawful guardians and not knowing what 
to do for an honest livelihood—she is compelled, in spite of herself, to sell her 
charms for her very bread, and become @ professional demi monde. The 
picture is not 8 bit overdrawn. Those who draw up their robes tightly around 
them when they sev a woman in the streets, and fear lest they should be 
contaminated by her foul and unhallowed touch and even her close propin- 
quity, would do well to remember that she is a fallen angel—that originally 
she was as pure and chaste as the Virgin Mary herself—and that it is the trea- 
chery, villainy, and bestial propensity of man—whom she has been fool enough to 
trust not wisely but too well—that has dragged her down from her high pedestal 
to wallow in the filth in which he himself grovels—that it is the wickedness, 
infidelity, and basenessof man, who is free to lead an openly immoral life without 
suffering for it in the least in social position and influence, whilst the sughtest 
false step on the part of woman costs her her life’s peace and happiness and 
renders her @ social pariah and an outcast from which she cannot obtain 
deliverance even by an entire lifetime of honest repentance—that has made her 
what she is. But we are spinning it out to a rather inordinate length and 
travelling much beyond the immediate purpose of our article to-day. The 
notoriety which Mymensingh and Dacca used once to enjoy for the occurrence 
of scandalous cases of this kind have ceased to be their sole monopoly. Other 
claimants to the same distinction have begun to come forward, and the district 
of Noakhali, which lately has been very much to the fore—what with Pennel 
cases and ‘‘such-like” affairs~-has begun to run Mymensingh and Dacca so 
very close indeed that they had better look to their laurels unless they want their 
pristine lustre to be altogether lost to view by and bye. And Noakhali, in her 
turn, has to run an almost neck-to-neck race with many another place that we 
may name, Moheshtolla in the 24-Parganas has lately been the scene of 
another sort of crime, which, however, is very much of a piece with the one just 
‘observed. Little girls and even married women belonging to the locality have 
lately begun to be most. unaccountably spirited away, and disappear from their 
homes without leaving any trace behind. The other day a girl of some 
fourteen summers—the apple of her o!d grandmother’s eye, her sole stay and 
support in her oid age, was missing from home, and after no end of trouble 
she was found in an old house, where she had been taken by a gang of villains, 
who had offered her every kind of violence in order to oblige her to gratify 
their unhallowed desires. One man has been arrested, and if he is proved 
guilty we hope a severe example will be made of him and of his companions in 
crime. : 

We have tried to-day to discuss at some length the frequent outrages that 
have of late been committed on respectable women in the mufassal by 
villainous ruffians of the darkest dye. What strikes us as being most singular 
in this connection is that the British Government, which rightly plumes itself on 
the fact that it has given perfect security of life and property to its Indian 
subjects, should be unable to protect the honour and chastity of its female 
subjects from being the prey of any and every villain who happens to have 
designs on the same. When Britain first at heaven’s command, arose, after a 
good deal of metaphorical coniusion, from out the azure main, did not the 
charter of her land which has been so much be praised and besung include the 
potestion of feminine chastity as one of its most sacred obligations. The very 
. - ye pos mer are increasing in number and spreading all over the country, 
acs oathsome pestilence, seems to point to the absence of sufficient 

errent to stay the hand of the transgressor, and, in view of future conse- 
Seer strike terror into the heart of the ravisher and seducer of youth and 
cauty. Ifthe Mymensingh Police and Magistracy had done their duty right 
rey and made it a point of honour to strain every nerve in order to nip 
€ evil in the bud and convince the offenders that their crime would be visited 
on them—and that, most severely—be the ‘cost what it might, it stands to 
reason that the number of such outrages would have grown fewer and a 
Wholesome restraint would have been placed on the wicked propensities of other 
men of the seme stamp both in Mymensingh and out of Mymensingh. An 
Englishman’s house is said to be his castle. And the samo ought to hold good 
in the case of an English citizen as well, though he may be of a dusky hue. 
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But when under the very egis of Par Britannica people’s houses are broken 
into and their wives torn from their bosom and robbed of their honour, things 
must be said to bear a most ugly complexion, and it is incumbent upon the 
honour and. conscience of the rulers of the land to awake from their day-dream 
and be up and doing in order to rid their bright shield of one of the darkest 
stains that ever impaired its effulgent lustre. 

19. The English columns of the same paper contain also the following :— 

| We learn fiom reliable sources that though 
Pa i Hauer : in i Calcutta tho gale of liquor after 9 P.M. has been effectually 
stopped in the ordinary grog shops, yet it is going 
on as merrily- as a marriage-bell in some of the out-of-the-way localities where 
empty houses and rooms have been hired by unscrupulous vendors for the 
purpose, and in some of the brothels in the very heart of-the city, at double the 
usual price. We know full well that Mr, Bignell has done and is still doin 
what can be done single-handed—but yet much remains for him to do. All his 
strenuous efforts will go for nothing if he benot able torely safely on the loyalty 
and honesty of his subordinates who, we are afraid, are much too notorious for 
their unscrupulousness and dishonesty. Of course, there are exceptions to the 
general rule, but unless the whole staff on whom entirely rest; the important 
task of bringing about such a revolutionary reform work honestly and dili- 
gently, the castle the public are building high in the air will come down ere 
long. We therefore ask Mr. Bignell to pay particular attention to the character 
and conduct of his subordinates, and to try his utmost to refornf them by 
threats, rewards, and punishments, as the case may be. 
20. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th July com- 
lains that a good deal of inconvenience is caused 
A malpractice of the Caleutta to pedestrians in Calcutta by the practice which is 
— followed by many constables of the Calcutta police 
of earning handsome perquisites by giving permission to hawkers of goods to sit 
down and display their goods for sale on the footpaths. The constables 
proceed under the Jaws only against such hawkers as do not pay them illegal 
gratification, prosecuting them for obstruction of public pathways, but the 
vendors who gratify them are not molested. 

The editor asks for an enquiry into this complaint, and hopes to see the 
Calcutta Police purged of many of its malpractices under the present able 
Commissioner of Police. 

21. The same paper has the following: — 

It is rumoured that the Cuttack police is after 
a fresh game. It is hunting up the man who 
informed the Press of what had lately passed between Mr. Schurr, District 
Superintendent of Police, Cuttack, and Mr. M.S. Das. Suspicion has fallen on 
a certain gentleman, and heaven only knows what fate awaits him. It would, 
however, be better for the country and for the gocd name of the police, if 
instead of wasting its time on such work, the police devoted all its time to the 
discharge of the important duties entrusted to it. Why does Mr. Schurr 
suppose that the information was communicated to the Press by any particu- 
lar individual. Such information gets circulated without such agency. 

22. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 

Prativasi [Calcutta] ofthe 7th July:— —s 
aes 2 ee Seat wh. The subdivision of Tangail in the district of 
ditt, | ®)«CYmensingh ~Mymensingh is in a state of anarchy nowadays 

owing to the free hand given to budmashes to 
conduct their depredations on an extensive scale. Gangs of budmasies are 
going about the subdivision inflicting every sort of ztu/um and oppression on 
the law-abiding inhabitants of the place. They are held in such wholesome 
dread that few dare bring any complaints against them and thereby draw 
down on their devoted. heads the vials of their wrath. Hence things are assum- - 
ing a formidable shape, and the forces of anarchy and lawlessness are running 
rampant through the subdivision. The Deputy Magistrate of Tangail has the 
reputation of being a strong and masterful officer, and if he was to make an 
effort in right earnest to bring the budmashes to book, their depredations are 
bound to abate to a great extent. The police are not altogether ignorant of the 
enormities committed by these rascals, and are even aware of the identity of 
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some of them. © But somehow the police do not trouble to stir in the matter, and 
give them @ carte blanche to do with the people as they like and ride roughshod 
over their rights and liberties. We hope that the District Superintendent of the 
Mymensingh Police and the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail will between them- 
seives be able to lay the ghost of this spirit of lawlessness and unrest, 
93, The Nehar [Contai} of the 7th July says that within the last two 
months nearly one hundred cows have been killed 
Cow-killing in the Contai subdi- jin the Sipur, Bhandubasan, and Gopalpur villages 
vision of the Midnapore district, = nder the Contai thana in the ete ee 
ople are unanimous in saying that they have been poisoned by bad people 
. kt skins. ‘The police ule is arrests, but what followed God alone 
nows. 
- 24. The Pratijna (Calcutta] of the 8th July says that on the day of 
the last Punarjaira festival a man named Sadhan 
Malakar was seliing sola toys in the streets of 
| Kalighat, Calcutta, when a paharawalla of the 
Alipore thana, whose number is K-32, demanded a fee (cef#) from him, but 
as he had already paid fees twice on the same day, the Malakar refused to 
pay any more. On this, the paharawailla beat him and dragged him to the 
lice-station, whence he was dismissed by the officer in charge of the thana 
with a lecture on the subject of hawking What has the officer done in the 
way of punishing the paharawalla for beating the hawker without cause ? 
Indulged in this way, the K-32 paharawailla will lord it over every one and 
will not shrink from committing any oppression whatever on innocent people. 
It is hoped that the District Magistrate will keep a sharp eye on him, 


A complaint against a constable 
of the Alipore police. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


25. The Pratinidht{Comilla| of the 20th June condemns the method 
| in which Honorary Magistrates are nowadays 
selected, and says that since the passing of the new 
Criminal Procedure Code, wh:ch excludes legal 
practitioners practising in a Court from sitting as Honorary Magistrates in 
the same Court, none but worthless men, petty zamindars without education 
and similar people, have been appointed as Honorary Magistrates. The 
writer has heard many complaints against certain Honorary Magistrates of 
Comilla and Brahmanbaria. Some of them use their position as a means of 
- gaining private ends or gratifying malicious propensities. Some of them, 
again, act in a most whimsical manner on the Bench. The writer can give 
many instances of Honorary Magistrates acting without the least sense of 
responsibility. 
26. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Ist July has heard it rumoured that Messrs. Justices 
Brett and Handley, of the Calcutta High Court, 
inspected the Calcutta Police Court, and have 
submitted a report to Government pointing out the necessity of appointing one 
more Presidency Magistrate for Calcutta. The reasons urged in the report 
in support of the recommendation are said to be that the work of the Police 
Court has so increased of late that it bas become impossible for two Magis- 
trates to cope with it, and that Calcutta, with a population of 800,000, has got 
only two Magistrates, whilst Bombay, with a population of one lakh less, has 
got four. Some people, however, ate meeting the last argument by saying 
that as Calcutta has got a Municipal Magistrate besides the two Presidency 
Magistrates, and as many criminal eases occurring in Calcutta are disposed of 
in the Courts of the Sealdah and Alipore Magistrates, it is: unreasonable to 
my that Calcutta has got only two Magistrates whilst Bombay has got” four. 


Honorary Magistrates in the 
Tippera district. 


The question of a third Presi- 
dency Magistrate in Calcutta. 


writer is not willing to express any opinion till the report of the High - 


vourt Judges is published. In the meantime, he will warn Government 
‘gainst imposing any unuecessary burden om the tax-payers. 
27. ‘The same paper says:— pease ) 
ee “ Mr. Carey, Collector of Murshidabad, did not 
thidabad. ' ~~ —sdisten to the request of the Gorabazar khas mahal 
| tenants to refer his disputes with them to tlie 
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decision of the Civil Court. But how will the Collector maintain hig prestige 
now that the Commissioner has ordered him to withdraw the criminal seeeial. 
ings he took against Babu Lal, Bandwallah? He must now either suffer the 
consequence of his own indiscreet act or disregard the Commissioner’s order 
as he did in the case of Nava Gopal Chakravarti, District Engineer of the 
Murshidabad District Board, Though itis a serious offence, on the part of 
an official, to disobey an order of his superior, Mr. Carey has been liyin 
quite at his ease, even after disobeying the Commissioner’s order in the 
District Engineer’s case. This shows how weak the Government has become 
But the writer has since learnt that Mr. Carey has withdrawn the case against 
Babu Lal. | 
28. The same paper says that no sooner was Mr. Ainslie transferred 
‘ce eee from Monghyr to the Bihar subdivision than he 
(hand tae commenced to harass the residents of the latter 
place as he had harassed the people of Monghyr. 
Soon after his arrival in Bihar, he sent Babu Janki Singh, an old and 
respectable zamindar, who owns a bit of land within Mr. Ainslie’s jurisdiction, 
to hajut on a charge under section 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
and detained him there five days. And it was only when he heard that 
the zamindar was going to move the District Magistrate that he released him 
on bail. | 


29. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 2nd July asks if there was not 


Pes ere failure of justice in the case in which Lieutenant - 

Reropene vebloe H. B. Murray, of the Rawalpindi Commissariat 

Department, was convicted of causing hurt to a 

native, named Upendra Nath Ghosh, but in.which not only was the accused 

fined but the complainant, Upendra Nath Ghosh, also was fined Rs. 10 for 

having struck the Lieutenant with the thick end of his whip. The Magistrate, 
Mr. Thorburn, wrote in his judgment :— co 

‘‘The Babu, who is a slight and quiet-lookmg young man, was perhaps 
influenced in his conduct by the presence of females in his gari, smarting 
under the insult he had received. Accused (Mr. Murray) turned his tum-tum 
round and pursued the Babu for some 300 yards. ‘T'wo witnesses (Sergeants 
Punneyn and Kelley), on accused’s shouting to them, stopped complainant’s . 
horse until accused came up. Accused then ordered complainant to get down, 
and on complainant’s refusal, stood on the step of the garz and laid his 
hands on the rail of the coach-box preparatory to getting up on to it. 
Complainant, now beside himself with fright, only struck accused’s 
knuckles with the butt of his (complainant’s) whip. The blows angered 
accused still more and caused him to lose all control over his temper, He 
pulled complainant off his coach-box and struck him on the face with his fists, 
making complainant’s nose and mouth bleed and bruising his eye. 

‘‘In short, he beat complainant until he (accused) was tired. 

‘‘T consider that although accused received grave and sudden provocation, 
in consequence of which an assault to the extent of removing complainant from 
the coach-box and handing him over into custody would have been excusable, 
still the amount of chastisement inflicted was excessive, and but for the fact 
that accused was acting in the heat of passion, brutal and even cowardly. 
The accused is a tall, powerful, young Englishman, the complainant a slight 
Bengali youth. 1 convict accused of voluntarily causing hurt on provocation,’ 
and sentence him to pay a fine of Rs. 50 or to suffer one week’s simple 
imprisonment in default.” | 

Two soldiers caught hold of the horses harnessed to Upendra Nath’s 
carriage and Murray, a soldier, pulled him down from his coach-box and beat 
him as much as he could! This was soldierly conduct, indeed! The Magis- 
trate ought to have praised Upendra for having struck Murray when. the 
latter attempted to mount the coach-box of the carriage,, which contained 
female occupants, instead of fining him Rs. 10 for his conduct, in which, 4s 
the Magistrate himself writes, ‘‘the Babu was perhaps influenced. by the 
presence of females in his gari, smarting under the insult he had received.” 
Upendra had committed-no offence in driving along the middle of a public 
road, nor had he. done anything wrong or illega by not making room for 
Lieutenant Murray’s tum-tum. Under the circumstances, he was perfectly 


7 


( 583 ) 


justified im resenting the. Lieutenant’s conduct towards him and in striking 
him. Does Mr. Thorburn want that natives should treat with respect Euro- 
neans who conduct themselves like Lieutenant Murray? No native who has 
a drop of blood in his veins can do that, when the honour of his female 
relatives is concerned. | 


It is strange that, whilst characterising the conduct of Lieutenant Murray 
as “brutal and even cowardly” and admitting that “he beat complainant 
until he (accused) was tired” and that ‘he struck him (complainant) on the 
face with his fists, making complainant’s nose and mouth bleed and bruising 
his eye,” the Magistrate let him off with only a fine of Rs. 50. Was this a 
fair administration of justice? Let Lord Curzon say if it was. 


30. The same paper has the following :— 
Mr. A. R. Edwards, Assistant Magistrate of 
Narayanganj in the Dacca district, a civilian of 
only five years’ standing, has been appointed 
Officiating Magistrate of Dacca in the place of the permanent Magistrate, who 
has gone on three months’ leave. There is, however, a standing order of the 
Government of India that when the Magistrate of a district goes on short 
leave, the temporary vacancy should be filled up not by transferring a junior 
civilian from another station, but by appointing a Senior Deputy Magistrate 
of the place. There are two experienced Deputy Magistrates in Dacca, namely, 


A junior civilian as an Officiat- 
ing District Magistrate. 


Babu Ganga Narayan Rai and Chandra Sekhar Kar, the one of twenty-three 


ears’ and the other of eighteen years’ standing, and each drawing a salary 
equal to that of Mr. Edwards, and yet the Government of Bengal did not 
think it fit to give the temporary vacancy to either of them. It preferred, in 
violation of the Government of India’s order, to bring a young and inex- 
perienced civilian from another station to fill up the vacant Magistracy. This 
shows that it is no offence to disobey the orders of superior authorities when 
the question is one of overlooking the claims of natives in favour of Europeans, 


31, The same paper says that the other day, the District Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police, Cuttack, took 


Search of the house of a Rai steps to humble Mr. M. 8S. Das of the place, and now 


Bahadur under a _ magisterial 
warrant. } 


ane wae issued by Mr. Carey, Magistrate of Murshidabad, 
the District Superintendent of Police of the place, accompanied by two Sub- 


Inspectors and twenty-five constables, searched the house of Rai Bagalananda 
Mukher}i, Bahadur, a retired Deputy Magistrate, on the plea that some 
important papers were concealed in the rooms which were occupied b 

Bagala Babu’s son, Bibhuti Bhusan, a clerk in the Murshidabad Collectorate, 
who stood charged with offences under sections 161, 162, and 163, of the Indian 
Penal Code. No papers were, however, found in the Rai Bahadur’s house. 
Yet the humiliation of a house-search was inflicted on a respectable man like 
him! Mr, Carey’s actions have, indeed, struck terror into the hearts of the 


Murshidabad people. The Lieutenant-Governor should remove Mr. Carey 
from the office of a District Magistrate, | 


32. The Rangpur Dikprakash [Rangpur] of the 2nd July does not 
consider it right for the Rangpur Criminal Court 

to have discharged the accused in the Durgapur 
, Hat Muharram case, in which a man was killed, in 

consequence of a conipromise between the parties. | 
33. The Hitavadi[Calcutta] of the srd July says that the Commissioner of 

the Presidency Division has compelled Mr. Carey, 
the District Magistrate of Murshidabad, to with 


Morshidabad. : 
elear) me draw the case against Babu Lal, Bandmaster. This 
Clearly shows that Babu Lal’s prosecution was unlawful. Like a child spoilt by 


indulgence, Mr. Carey has become a source of trouble to the Murshidabad 
people. It is therefore a wonder that he still reigns in that place 


34. The same paper says that the Munsif of Dubrajpur in the Birbbum 

na ee Nr Dede istrict holds Court. from 7° to 9 a.m. and from 
Birbhum district, Pt *8® =«11 a.m, to a subsequent hour. This causes great 
inconvenience both to pleaders and parties, 


A non-compoundable case compro- 


The District Magistrate of 


the report comes that, on the strength of a warrant | 
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(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administraten. 


85. Al Punch [Bankipore] of the 20th June says that the street repairs 

undertaken by the Patna Municipality as a regu} 
of the repeated complaints of the local rate. 
payers are not being made satisfactorily. ‘The broken pieces of tiles remoyeq 
from Biloreganj, after the fire that lately occurred there, have been used ip 
metalling some of the streets. It is a regret that such things are being done 
before the eyes of so many European and native officials without a single 
word of protest or remonstrance. | 

36. The Fardévpur Hitaishini {Faridpur}jon the 30th June says that al} 
the four pwn who were returned in the last 
municipal election in Faridpur town have resigned 
their seats on the Municipal Board. The 
Municipal Vice-Chairman also has resigned on the ground of ill-health, but 
some people say that there is another reason for his resignation, viz, 
dishonour shown by the Municipal Chairman to some reports submitted b 
him. The Chairman is also said to have dishonoured some reports submitted 
by some experienced Commissioners. At present there is no non-official — 
elected member on the Municipal Board, and probably no independent man — 
will in future try for a Commissionership of the Municipality. The death- 
knell has been sounded over the Faridpur Municipality, which was the 
favourite child of Babu Ambica Charan Majumdar, the great patriot and 
orator of Faridpur, and which was nursed and nourished at great self- 
sacrifice by Babus Gangadhar Majumdar, Ashutosh Maitra, Purna Chandra 
Majumdar, and Dina Nath Das. The hope that the bud of local self- 
government in Faridpur town would at one time blossom into a beautiful 
flower is destroyed. | | 

37. Referring to the quarrel which is going on between the European 

members of the Silchar Local Board in Assam 
oft ee aoe the and their Chairman, Mr. Johnston, Ofticiating 

Deputy Commissioner of the place, in which the 
latter has taken a determined stand against the misdcings of some of then, 
the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Aranda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta] of the Ist July says 
that that is a spectacle, the like of which is seldom met with. It is a matter of 
no small wonder, also, that there is still in Assam a man who has mherited the. 
good qualities of Mr. Cotton. lt is not yet known whether the Hon’ble 
Mr. Bolton will be able to stand the angry looks of the tea-planters. But it is 
to be hoped that he will not trample justice under foot. 

88. The Murshidabad Hitais:i [Murshidabad } of the 1st July complains of 
the absolute neglect by the Berhampore Municipality 
of the lanes and nerrower streets in Berhampore 
town, which have become simply impassable in 
this rainy season. The lanes in Kalupara, Kathmapara, and Dwarik Chatter)’s 
Lane in Saidabad ward are in a particularly bad condition, and have become 
the shame of the Municipality. | 

39. .The Palivast ([ Kalna | of the 1st July asks the municipal authorities 

of Kalna in the Burdwan district why they allow 

A non-Hindu practice in the the non-Hindu practice of burying the ashes of 
Reine Municipality, “ the dead bodies of Hindus which are cremated at 
ewes the burning ghat in the place. Burying ashes 18 
the same as burying dead bodies, and it is opposed to the injunctions of the 


A municipal complaint. 


Local self-government in Farid- 
pur town. 


Bad condition of roads in the 
Berhampore Municipality. 


Hindu religion to bury dead bodies. 


40. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 2nd July contains. a letter contra- 
wanes ee Soting the allegation made in the last iw ¢ 
e Joynagar Muni > this paper [see Report on Native Papers for 
an Shonen Ste July poe iss $1} egeine’ the Chairman of the 
Joynegar Municipality, about his blocking a public walk by constucting 4 

hospital building across it. 
41. The Hitavadi (Calcutta} of the 3rd July says that many Europeat 
een: merehants in Calcutta try to make good profits 
_Kuropeap. Municipal Commis- ont of municipal contracts by becoming Commit 
in Celotta. Pe Contactor sioners and entering the General Committee of 
the Calcutta Municipality. Mr. Cable was obliged 


s 
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to resign bis seat on the Municipal Board when Mr. Apcar pointed out that 
he was @ partner of a firm which was not a limited Company. But Mr. Cable 
could not resist the temptation of municipal contracts. He converted his 
concern into a limited Company and was again elected Commissioner by the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce. He is again trying to enter the General 
Committee. The letter of the law has thus been honoured by the use of a 
trick, although its spirit has been shamefully violated. Will not Government 
remove this scandal ? ' 

42. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 5th July asks why appointments in 

the Calcutta Municipal Office have become almost 

Bengalis in the Calcutta Muni- ynobtainable ‘things for Bengalis. Babu Jogendra 
——" Nath Basu, the present licence officer of the 
Municipality, it is said, is to be removed, because he has failed to satisfy the 
Chairman, though no one knows why Mr. Greer is dissatisfied with him. 
It is rumoured that Mr. Greer is determined to rid the Municipal Office com- 
pletely of its Bengali element. | 

It is useless to use harsh language towards any 
not the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor, w 
readers of newspapers, see what is at the bottom? 

43, The Zripura Hitaishi (Tippera | of the 7th July says that it is nearly 
two years since the Hackney Carriage Act was 
extended to the Comilla Municipality, but it is a 
matter of great regret that it has not yet been 
practically enforced there. The old hackney carriage oppressions therefore 
continue. The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to the matter, 
because the municipal authorities will not be roused to their sense of duty 
without a whipping by him. Government is censured for having appointed. 
official Chairmen to some Municipalities, but people should remember that 
Government wants work, and that so long as work is not properly done by 
non-official people, it cannot help interfering with self-government. As a 


matter of fact, self-government is. gradually coming into discredit among 
the people. 


articular officer; -but do 
0 are, of course, regular 


The Hackney Carriage Act in 
the Comilla Municipality. 


( f \— Questions effecting the land. 


The Pallivasi [Kalna} of the Ist July says that of the large number 
of agricultural banks which were established in the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, most have 
| fallen into a miserable condition and some have 
already ceased to exist. The writer has been saying for a long time that it 
would be better to fix a legal maximum rate of interest to be charged by money- 


lenders than to establish agricultural banks. But Government has not heeded 
the advice. ) 


44, 


Agricultural banks in the United 
Provinces. 


(9 )\—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


45, The Faridpur Hitaishini(Faridpur] of the 30th June says that the 

| silting up of the mouth of the Chandana river 
between Belikandi and Pansa in the Faridpur 
district has become the cause of the rnin of a 
large tract of country. The Kumar river which passes through the Pansa, 
Belikandi, Bhusana, Ainpur, and Muskudpur thanas, and many ‘hale and 
nullas have dried up. Fields have become unfertile for want of water. The 
health of the locality is injured. Thousands of villages are on the way to 
depopulation. The last census shows that the population of the Bhusana thana 
alone has decreased by 5,000. All river-borne trade has been stopped, and the 
Madhukhali, Saidpur, and Boaluiari dundars have been almost abandoned by 
tradesmen. The silting up of the Gaurh river also had been the -cause of 
the ruin of many a khal and river in the Faridpur district. A broadening of the 
mouth of the Chandane will do immense good to the inhabitants of many 


River and khal question in the 
Faridpur district. 


RANGALAY, 


July 5th,°1903, 


TeiPpvRA HyTasSHI, 


“ 


July 7th, 1903, 


PaLLivasl, 
July lst, 19038. 


FaRIDPUR 
HiITalsHINI, 


June 30th, 1908. 


thanas in the district. Sand-banks have been formed in the Karasia near the : 


\asiali police outpost and in the river south of Boalmari. The flow of the 
Elangikhali has been stopped, ruining the-Boalmari bundar. It was understood 
that the Faridpur District Board would help the Jessore District Board ‘in 
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the latter’s project of excavating the Barasia river in some places in the 
Jessore district, but nothing more has been heard in the matter. It ig 
matter of great satisfaction that the Irrigation Commission has recommended 
a broadening of either the Chanda or the Gaurh and it was probably with 
this object in view that, some time ago, the Divisional Commissioner went to 
inspect the mouth of the former river. _ aie 

The plan and estimate for joining the Kajurhibhanga 47 under the 
Ainpur thana and the Kumar river by a shal have long been prepared, but 
nothing further has been done. The excavation of the proposed kial will 
remove the inconvenience to traffic from which the inhabitants of Gopalganj 
and Kotaliparha in the southern part of the district suffer, and increase the 
river-borne trade between the Madhumati and the Talma village 103 miles 
south of Faridpur town. Again, if the Baldighat river be joined with the 
Munshi Bazar fhal, or if the Munshi Bazar is joimed with the Padma near 
Govindapur by means of a chal, quite a revolution may be effected in favour 
of the river-borne trade of Faridpur. It is hoped that the authorities will not 
grudge to spend some money for the benefit of the people of the country 
whose money fills the coffers of Government. 


46. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 1st July says that all traffic 
over the bridge across the Salinadi on the Raniganj 
road has remained closed for nearly one year, 
and yet the Public Works Department is aoing 
nothing to repair it. 

47. A-correspondent of the Pallivasi ; Kalna}) of the lst July draws 


the attention of the District Board of Burdwan 

Wanted a road ~ = sone to the necessity of constructing a road from’ 
on of the Sarwan Baidyapur to Kalna in the Kalna subdivision of 
ee the Burdwan district. If a road is constructed 
through the villages Mirhat, Patilpara, Anka, Kulepara, Singerkon, Kumarpara, 
Radla, Goara, Kadamba, Goda Annada, Kadpara, and Anukhal, it will be 
only eight miles in length and three miles shorter than the old dilapidated 
pucca road, of which the merest traces now remain. About 200 bullock-carts 


laden with various goods daily ply between Baidyapur and Kalna, and these 
and the pedestrians suffer great inconvenience. 


48. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore | of the Ist July calls the attention 


a of the Midnapore Sadar Local Bcard to the misera- 
Pr sadn oe olla ble condition of the village road running between 
the Pilgrim Road and the village Siromania. The 
road has been encroached upon by the cultivators whose fields lie on either 
side of it, but no one has ever, protested against their action. Money is 
allotted every year for its repair, and the contractor who engages to do the 
work quietly draws the amount allotted, but the condition of the road is never 
improved. A bridge, which was recently constructed, is already about to 
give way, but the contractor who built it got his bill paid in full on the 
strength of somebody’s ‘‘ vote.” The Chairman of the Board is requested to 
enquire into the manner in which this road is repaired. Such an enquiry will 
lead to many disclosures. 


49. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Ist July calls attention to the inconvenience which 
passengers suffer at the Sealdah railway station on 
the Eastern Bengal State Railway in consequence of third-class hackney 
carriages, carrying them with their luggage to the station, not being allowed 
to drive up to the platform. Passengers driving to the station in such carriages 
have to alight, with all their luggage, at a distance from the platform and 
have to walk up to the platform in all varieties of weather. In the ramy 
season, in consequence, they, together with their luggage, get thoroughly 
drenched before reaching the platform. 
50. A correspondent of the Hitvadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July complains 
Inadequate supply of carriazes Cf .tU® inadequate supply of carriages in passenger 
on the ae Onateal Salees. trains on the Bengal Central Railway. The 


number of third-class carriages in trains running 
on Saturdays and Mondays should be increased. 


A broken bridge over the Rani- 
genj road. 


A railway complaint. 
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51. The same paper says that according to certain rules, which have 
appeared in the Weekly Gazette, No. 26 of 1903, 
Allowances of railway servants of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, relating to 
on the Eastern Bengal State Rail- 01), ances for the railway servants, allowances for 
sia relief work are to be given to guards only and in 
no case to station-masters, assistant station-masters, signallers, &c, Inconveni- 
ences inherent to relief work are’ suffered by every railway officer, whether 
a guard, a station-master, or a signaller. It is therefore inconceivable why a 
liference should be made inthe treatment accorded to them respectively. 
Again, the rate of allowances which have been fixed for guards and drivers 
of ballast trains is to be reduced to one-third in the case of natives. Why 
should the railway authorities show this partiality to their European servants ? 
52. The Bangavasi [Calcutta , of the 4th July has learnt that the clerks 
in some departments of the East Indian Railwa 
Holidays in some offices of the offices were made to attend office on the 26t 
winmaiiaccapsacte t June, the day, that is, which was fixed for the 
celebration of His Majesty’s birthday in India. Itis also said that not only 
are the clerks of these departments not aliowed holidays on Sundays, but they 
are fined at an exorbitant rate if they absent themselves on Sundays or other 
holidays. The railway authorities should take pity on these clerks and allow 
them the usual days of rest. 

53. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 5th July draws attention to the 
miserable condition of the road from Sunde to 
Bodra Paighati in the 24-Parganas district. It is 
so bad in this rainy season that people have ceased 
to use it, though it is the only road between Sunde ghat, at which boat passen- 
gers from Calcutta land, and the village in question. At one time it was 
proposed to metal this road, and the District Board promised help. But 
nothing was done, The District Board of the 24-Parganas should take pity 
on the residents of Paighati, who have to use this road in coming to and 
going back from Calcutta, and have it repaired. 

64. The same paper calls attention to the loss of revenue which the 
corruption of the employes at the toll stations 
of Banstala and Baliaghata on the Circular Canals 
- inflicts on the Government. Under the new 
system of toll collection, passepger boats and fishermen’s boats, which formerly 
used to pay a whole month’s toll at one time, have to pay their tolls every 
time they come to Baliaghata. But a boat which has once paid its toll can 
remain within the jurisdiction of the Baliaghata toll office for three consecutive 
days. Boatmen pay their toll at the Banstala toll station and come with 
their tickets to Baliaghata. When returning, however, from Baliaghata, they 
deposit the tickets with the men at Banstala station and the next day, instead 
of taking out fresh tickets, as they have to do under the rules in force, 
they pay to the station people some gratification, and take back the previous 
day’s tickets. This process continues for three days. On the fourth day 
new tickets are taken and these are used for three more days. Government 
is, therefore, defrauded of two days’ toll by every boat. The whole of the 
amount, however, of which the Government is thus cheated, does no represent 
the boatman’s profit, for a goodly portion of it goes to the pockets of the 
toll station employés from the highest to the lowest. The matter has not 
attracted .Government’s notice, because the highest toll officers benefit by this 
Perquisite. Government will be able to realise the lucrative character of the 


A bad village road in the 24- 
Parganas district. 


Corruption of toll collectors 
on the Circular Canals. 


posts of toll collectors, when it is told that people are willing to pay a bribe of © 


even Rs. 5,000 to secure one of them, though carrying a salary of onl 
Rs. 70 or Rs, 80 a month. ' dius : : 


It would be better for Government to revert to the old practice of issuing 
monthly toll tickets. 

20. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 
Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 6th July :— 

Mr. Robertson has in his Report recom- 
; mended some sweeping reforms, which are intended 
° remove some of the inconveniences of railway travellers in India. And 
ately some mahajans of Hatkhola have complained to the Director-General 


A complaint against t 
entral a ~~ oe 
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of Railway Traffic against the Eastern Bengal, the Bengal Central, and th 
Northern Bengal Railways} about,delay and often loss in transmission of goods, 
But we are afraid the Hercules is yet to come who will clear the augean 
stables of the Bengal Central Railway. We have secured some papers on 
which we propose to expose some of the numerous iniquities of the Bengal 
Central Railway. 


Here is an instance— 


A friend of ours had to travel from Calcutta to Jhikergacha with family 
He called at the office of the Bengal Central Railway at Calcutta on April 
28th to arrange for a reserved carriage to be detached at Jhikergacha. This 
had been done for him on previous occasions, and he was told that if he reserved . 
awhole carriage, arrangements would be made to detach it asrequired. Though 
our friend wanted a compartment only, he reserved one entire carriage (ie. 
two compartments), undergoing the additional expense to get the advantage of 
the carriage being detached at Jhikergacha, where, on account of the low-level 
platform, it is extremely difficult for people with much luggage to clear out 
within two minutes. 


Of course the authorities expressly declared in the order for Reserve that 
the carriage would be detached at Jhikergacha. And our friend made 
arrangements accordingly and two days passed. 


Now imagine his surprise when only a few hours before his departure he 
received the following letter from the Assistant Traffic Superintendent :— 


No. T-6-03. 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILway, 


TrarFric DEPARTMENT. 
Calcutta, dated the 30th April 1908. 


Reserved accommodation. 


Dear Sir, 


In supersession of this office letter No. T-6-03-2308 of 28th April 1912 (?) I 
regret having to inform you that arrangements cannot be made for detaching. the second 
class carriage reserved by you at Jhikergacha Ghat Station, as there is no siding accommoda- 
tion there. Arrangements also cannot be made for the carriage to be detached at the old 
Jhikergacha station, as the train is not booked to stop at that station. 


Please therefore note that you will have to release the carriage at Jhikergacha Ghat 
station on arrival of the train there. 


Yours faithfully, 
&e., &e., &o. 


Our friend went to the office of the Bengal Central Railway again. But 
the Assistant Traffic Superintendent was not in and the clerks could not do 
anything. Our friend had to entrust his luggage—some twenty peckeger-*) 
the tender mercy of the romwey staff, and his anxiety can be better imagine 
than described. ‘I'hen, again, he had to release the carriage within two minutes, 
and that at 2-14 A.M. on a low-level platform with insufficient light. 


If it was impossivle to detach the carriage at the station, how had it been 
done on previous occasions and-why was our friend told that if he reserved : 
entire carriage it would be done? Was it not the duty of the staff to see 11 1 
were possible when they made him undergo the additional expense of peers 
an additional compartment for an advantage which they were not goins 0 
give, or which they could not give? Did it take them two days and oe 
two sleepless nights to know that they had promised to do what they coul = 
do? ‘There are two solutions of the mystery. Either the staff knew that t ey 
would not detach the carriage, though they received money, for 1t and pro 
mised to do so, or the staff, being deficient in intelligence and informat>® 
could not ses that they were contracting to do what it was utterly impossl : 
for them to do. But neither of these solutions reflects credit on the manageme 
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56. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 
Prativasi {Calcutta | of the 8th July:— 

Theft _of goods on the Bengal We have already referred to the fact that 
Central Railway. some mahajans of Hatkhola have complained to the 
Director-General of Railway Traffic against the Eastern Bengal, the Bengal 
Central, and the Northern Bengal Railways about delay and often loss in 
transmission of goods. We reserve remarks till we learn what the Director- 
General says. But one is likely to grow sceptical when one always finds thefts 
on the railway lines going undetected and the thieves—after complaints to 
the authorities—plying their trade with unabated, if not with exaggerated zeal. 


In the meantime it a. not be unprofitable to mention a few cases on the 
Bengal Central Railway. This railway has an out-agency at Chaugacha. On 
the 14th of October 1902, Tincown Moduck booked a consignment of jute 
from Chaugacha (Invoice No. 12, Rt. 1,765). The consignment consisted 
of 43 drums weighing 40 maunds. But up to date the consignee, Bajootoolla 
Mondal, has got only 20 maunds. The remaining quantity has been coming 
these nine months! Of course it is to be hoped that as soon as the next jute 
season commences, it will be possible to make good the shortage, but that 
must be done at somebody else’s expense. Now the consignment was all right 
at Jhikergacha, where the railway staff took charge of it from the steamer staff. 
17 maunds of jute it is not possible to remove from a train in motion, for Jute 
waggons are loaded at a station and the door shut. The door is. opened at the 
destination. And unless a man carries on a brisk trade in stolen jute, 
he will profit very little by a consignment of 17 maunds. Therefore the 
presumption is that the jute was stolen either at Jhikergacha or at the 
destination (Pattipukher). The circle is narrow, and still the thieves are not 


detected. 


2) On the 20th May Dinonath from Chitpore sent a consignment of 
cocoanut oil to Bistoo Charan Shaw at Chaugacha (Invoice No. 5, Rt. 4,353). 
It consisted of 40 tins weighing 20 maunds, 7.¢., each tin weighed half a maund. 
Only 38 tins have been received at Chaugacha. And these 38 tins, instead of 
weighing 19 maunds, weigh 16 maunds and 25 seers. ‘T'wo tins are missing. 
— have been opened, a quantity of the oil taken out, and the tins 
resoldered, 


(3) On the 26th June Sadhu Patra booked from Pattipukher a consignment 
of 3 bales of cloth to Ram Kristo Pramanik of Chaugacha (Invoice No. 128, 
Rt. No. 7503 of 26th June 1903). One of the bales weighed 2 maunds and 
18 seers. The consignment reached Chaugacha on Ist July. Two of the bales 
were all right. But the third was ina slack condition and 7 seers less in 


weight. The original pack, with iron clasps; had been broken and some of the 
contents stolen. 


Every one of these cases will go to Court, where some very damaging 
exposures are likely to be made. 


_ We are sanguine a little careful enquiry will end in the detection of the 
thieves. But that careful enquiry is never made. 


Now, all these consignments were sent under the “‘B” Form Risk Note 
and the Company will try to repudiate all claims. And it is necessary to get 
the butter out of the throat of a dog, But we ask, will the authorities detect and 
punish the black sheep or allow the whole staff—themselves not excluded—to be 
included in une category ? This sort of things is a scandal to efficient manage- 


ment and a disgrace to men who possess even a shadow of a sense of respon- 
sibility and a sense of honour. 


(4)— General. 


ov. The Faridpur Hitaishini Ek cigs oe? of the 30th June writes as follows :— 

: a8 e raising of the minimum taxable j 
a vme-<ee eceemment in Ferid- ¢,, hk heer the accession of the King Vascaroe 
; has, as we predicted before, produced the effect of 
ncreasing the income-taxes of people. Those who were paying Rs. 10 before 
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are now being obliged to pay Rs. 20, and so on. The facts that the number 
of pleaders in the Bar of the Rajbari Munsifi in the Faridpur district has been 
increased by four, and that the number of cases in the Munsifi has greatly 
decreased during the last year, are enough to show that the incomes of the local 
pleaders have been badly affected. Nevertheless, the income-taxes of many of 
them have been enhanced. Is this a reduction of the tax ? 

The income-taxes of many people in Pansa, Rajbarhi, Lakshmikol, 
Sodharbandar, Goalundo ghat and other places have been increased from Rs, 10 
and Rs. 15 to Rs, 20 and Rs. 28, respectively. It is those only who can curry 
favour with the assessors that can hope to get reductions. As to examining ac- 
counts, it depends on the sweet will of the assessors. Even if there be conclusive 
evidence of great loss done to parties by enhancementsof their income-taxes, the 
Deputy Collector does not reduce the enhanced assessments. And if books are 
produced, it depends on the will of the Assessor or the Deputy Collector to 
admit them as evidence or not. Asa matter of fact, justice is seldom done in 
income-tax cases, and objections made against over-assessments seldom prodace 
any effect. It is believed that under orders from the Board of Revenue every 
Divisional Commissioner, District Collector, and Income-Tax Officer has made 
or has been supplied with a list showing the amount to which the total income- 
tax collected within his jurisdiction must be raised. And if any of them fails 
to collect the amount shown in his list his promotion is stopped, he is declared 
incompetent, and is, in short, punished in various ways. Civil Courts have no 
jurisdiction in income-tax cases. The justice or injustice of an Income-Tax 
Officer’s action cannot therefore be questioned in a Jaw Court. The income-tax 
is a sacrifice or offering which has to be paid to its lords, the Assessor, the 
Deputy Collector, the Collector, and the Commissioner, without demur or 
question. Does not this arrangement regarding the icome-tax amount to 
political dacoity, and are not the Assessor and Deputy Collector helpers in the 
commission of this crime? The Assessor, the Deputy Collector, and the Collector 
are like three heads placed upon‘one and the same body. There can be no 
hope of justice when there is no one to exercise control over them, and when 
they are held responsible for any reductions which they make. Account books, 
which constitute good evidence in the eye of even the High Court, count for 
nothing in their eyes. In this state of things it would have been better if 
the income-tax had not been reduced. 

58, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8rd July writes as follows :— 

It was not with any feeling of pleasure that 
the Indians received their new Commander-in- 
Chief, Lord Kitchener, whose martial glory was obscured by the shameful 
act of violating the Mahdi’s grave. They did not expect from him any act 
of kindness and generosity in their behalf. His general order on the subject 
of the killing of Indians by European soldiers has, therefore, filled their 
minds with a feeling which is a mixture of pleasure and wonder. Considering 
the senseless and brutal nature of European soldiers and the hatred which 
they entertain against natives, it does not seem to be an easy task to bring 
them round. Besides this, those who give them indulgence and thus indirectly 
encourage them to commit oppressions on natives are guilty of no light 
offence. We have had too much experience to be able to build any hopes 
on mere orders, arrangements, rules, or sweet words. There is in the English 
Military Department great scope for the exercise of the brute nature of man. 
It has also become almost a universal fashion with Europeans to look down 
upon Indians. In consequence of this combination of circumstances a Euro- 
pean soldier will unhesitatingly bebave to an Indian in a manner one hundred 
times worse than he would dare to behave to a European. It was with a deep 
feeling of gratitude to Sir George White and with hopes of removal of 
oppression excited in our mind that we received His Excellency’s general 
order, issued ten years ago, forbidding European soldiers to go out without 
passes and making arrangements for reminding them every now and then of 
the rules contained in it and their officers of their responsibility in the matter. 
But that order produced no salutary effect, because it was confined to pape 
and no efforts were made to punish the transgressors of the rules containe 
init, Cases of killing of se by European soldiers generally ended ™ 
farcical trials in the law-courts. Will Lord Kitchener’s general order be 
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able to produce better effect? We know Lord Curzon’s mind in this matter. 
We shall never forget the case of the 9th Lancers which earned for His 
Lordship the pe pore of the European community. If a man of his strength 
and position will take this opportunity of Lord Kitchener's general order and 
see that the law-courts do not play with Justice in cases of oppressions 
committed by European soldiers, we shall soon see it accomplishing its pur- 
pose, else no number of rules and orders will do anything. If some English- 
man had been hanged for killing natives, even the wickedest European soldier 
would have hesitated to commit oppressions on the blackman, __ 

59. Acorrespondent of the same paper says that the Hathisala Post- 
office in the Nadia district, the monthly income of 
which is nearly Rs. 80, ought not to remain any 
longer in charge of a school-master on Rs. 5. The want of a Savings Bank in 
the Fost-office also causes great inconvenience to the loca! people, It is hoped 
that the authorities will establish a Savings Bank and appoint a whole-time 
Post-master to the Post-office. 

60. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 
Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July :— 

We are highly grateful to His Excellency the 
Conmmendee-ta-Calel of India for his famous Army 
circular. Truly the circular breathes a liberality exactly befitting an English- 
man, and allin India praises the action of the hero of the African wars. 
His Excellency rightly observes that the assault of natives by the British 
soldiers has become a matter of almost every-day occurrence. Numerous 
instances of such assaylis can be cited to show that attempts were made to 
screen these culprits and minimize the enormity of their offence, with the result 
that in most cases they have been allowed to go scot-free, though in some 
cases some slight punishment was inflicted, which could hardly be called a 
punishment at all, considering the gravity of the crimes they committed. 
Law-courts cannot deal with these brutal offenders properly for reasons 
not unknown to the public. 
adcpted at once to guard against the recurrence of such acts of violence on 


A postal complaint. 


The Commander - in - Chiefs’s 
general order. 


the part of the British soldiers, and subordinate commanding officers be warned, 


on pain of severe punishments, to carry out the orders of their chief loyally 
and faithfully, to the best of their abilities. Steps, too, should be taken to 
open their eyes to the fact that law will not in future recognise the 
distinction of colour. Lord Kitchener will earn the undying gratitude of 
the voiceless milli‘ns of India if he can succeed in bringing this noble 


mission to a successful issue and make assaults on natives by British soldiers 


a thing of the past. 


61. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th July is sorry that all the 
estates in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh 
which are brought under the Court of. Wards are 
put under the managership of Europeans in 
3 prefeience to the claims of qualified native gentle- 
men, although Lord Curzon in his Jeypur speech promised not to overlook 
the claims of competent native gentlemen in filling up any post of trust and 
responsibility in a native State. | : 
62, The following hci in the English columns of the Dacca Gazette 
$e band on thn 2: ” acca | of the 6th July :— 
mee we yee That Lord Curzon will leave his mark in the 
annals of the British administration of India admits of no doubt. But pity 
it 18 that when the history of his Viceroyalty comes to be written by an 
impartial critic he will be classed with those Viceroys whose keynote of 
administration was ‘‘ India for the Europeans and not India for the Indians,” 
though His Lordship, times without number, solemnly gave expression to 
the latter doctrine in his own inimitable eloquent language. Verily, language 
was given, according to the great Talleyrand, to hide rather than express one’s 
thought. We sorrowfully confess, after what we have seen of Lord Curzon’s 
doings in India, our feeling of disappointment is now as acute as the. hopes 
ran high when he assumed the reins of government amidst universal applause. 
is honeyed replies to the numerous addresses of welcome from public bodies 
gave rise to hopes, great hopes which, we now find ¢o our great chagrin, the 


Appointment of 'uropeans as 


managers of estates in the United 
Provinces. 


[t is high time strong and stringent measures were 


HitTavaDI, 


July 3rd, 1903. 


PEOPLE AXD 


Pp aTIVASsI, 


July Srd, 1903. 


BHARAT MiTRa, 


July 4th, 1903, 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
July 6th, 1903. 


ae ea, DAE oetae big s 
LT Race EMRE BT AMIN im RN Ue ans yg 


( 592 ) 


eople of India were foolish enough to entertain, The Queen’s mem 
Proclamation is often paraded before us as the golden maxim in the fr sorta 
tion of India, but we find, in practice, it is more honoured in the breach than 
in the observance. 


Reader, don’t believe that we are led to these observations, unpleasant 
and unpalatable as they are to the authorities concerned, by one single act 
of jobbery. We know our officials are made of flesh and blood and, as such. 
subject to certain weaknesses common to human kind. We have no right 
to complain against one or two such solitary instances of partiality for their 
own kith and kin. But when we find them following systematically a certain 
line of policy which runs counter to the one affirmed and re-affirmed by 
successive Viceroys, we cannot help condemning it in the strongest language 
we can command, and exposing the hollowness of those high-sounding profes. 
sions of equal rights and strict justice for all subjects, be they of black, 


brown, yellow, or white colour. 


We have heard of the secret Railway Conference held at the time of the 
Delhi Darbar with the avowed object of driving all the Indians from al] 
posts of any importance. Then we heard the mandate of the India Govern- 
ment to fill up all the higher grade appointments recently created for the 
Assam Subordinate Executive Service ojnly by Europeans and Eurasians. 


Then comes the circular letter wth reference to the appointment of 
signallers in the Telegraph Department. 


The list is far from complete. Even the Indian Engineering, true to the 
noble predilection of an Englishman for fair play, is forced to admit that 
there seems to be an unwritten rule vetoing appointments of eligible native 
Engineers in the Public Works Department to the position of Superintend- 
ing Engineer. It is not only the Civil Departments of the Government that 
are permeated with such reactionary signs, but even the Military Depart- 
ment has caught the contagion. Ina circular letter issued from the Military 
Department of the Government of India it is laid down that some appoint- 
ments in offices subordinate to the Military Department which carry a salary 
of Rs. 200 a month or upwards shall be reserved for soldier clerks who are 
not natives of India. Any comment on the above is superfluous. Do you 
find, reader, any affinity of the circular with the one issued by the so-called 
Delhi Darbar Railway Conference ? 

We confess, we can hardly persuade ourselves to believe that all these 
reactionary steps are being taken without the direct or tacit consent of the 
Government of Lord Curzon. Had they taken place under the regime of a 
less masterful, watchful, and strong-minded Viceroy than Lord Curzon, we 
could console ourselves with the thought that these things had been done 
without the knowledge of the Supreme Government; but, as it is, it will be 
doing great injustice to Lord Curzon’s intelligence and his undoubtedly great 
business capacities to think that such important things could at all escape his 
lynx-eyed vigilance. He has got the whole of India under his thumb, so to 
speak, We are loath to believe that Lord Curzon would at all agree to play 
into the hands of his office underlings, unless he approves of the proceeding in 
the main. 

Who is there to blame us, if after all these exposures we are led to 
believe that one of the accepted maxims of Lord Curzon’s Government is to 
secure extended employment of Europeans and Eurasians in Government 
offices to the exclusion of the natives of the soil? O Tempora, O Mores! The 
Indians are considered to be out-landers in their own country. Verily, the 


.. Indians are doomed to remain drawers of water and hewers of wood. But 


even in this gloomy outlook we discern a silver lining—our people are 
being daily disillusioned. We hope they must henceforth cease to be led by 
delusive hopes—they must know where they stand and what they are. An 
once the full significance of the situation is realised, they will know how 0 
act. | 

We do not blame Government as we do our own country for it, Govern: 
ment can only show the way where to go to improye our worldly prospects 
in these days of hard competition; and, if we fail to profit by these lessons, 
we have only to thank ourselves for the rebuff. | 


j 
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V.—PrRosPpECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


@3. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July says that 
scarcity has become severe in 30 or 40 villages in 
the Daudpur and other parganas within the 
Midnapore khas mahal. Nevertheless, the local 
Subdivisional Officer is very rigorously realising revenues from the starving 
raiyats. Recently ‘he issued parwanas against Gadadhar Mahapatra, Raghunath 
Mahapatra, and Madhusudan Mahapatra, three Brahmins of the Daudpur 
village, for failure to pay the rents due by them, A peon came to 
execute the parwanas and arrest them. The poor Brahmins were thus obliged 
to sell some of their brass utensils in order to pay their rents. Scarcity 
has also increased theft and dacoity in that part of the country. The other day 
an inhabitant of the Uddhavpur village was severely beaten by some dacoits, 
who carried away everything that they found in his house. Thefts of rice, 
paddy, and even boiled rice have become frequent. : 

c4. The Nihar [Contai] of the 7th July has received detailed accounts 

of the distressed inhabitants of the Gopalchak, 
Distress in some villages ie Harischak, Baghaput, Hajrak ala, Bhetapukhuria, 
the Colic. Békiput, Bhupatichak, Kélichak, Pirojpur, Barginié, 
Tiakané, Péyrdkand, Padmatamli, Dumurdauri, and 

other villages within the Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district. 

Pargana Bélijord, village Bhetépukhuriéd.—Ramdhan Bbui, Gangaram Barik, 
Pachu Das, Mohan Das, Kshetra Giri, Narasing Pal, Hadhu Maik, and Hara 

Mandal used to live by daily labour. Each of them has a family of two to 
six members. Nowadays they do not get work every day. Live mostly on 
a sea-herb called giria. A few days agoa man named Bhajahari died of 
eating the herb for three successive days. He has a completely helpless and 
destitute family of three. 

Pargana Bdlijord, village Héjrdkalé.—Dayaram Bera, Kale Bera, Badi Bera, 
Kali Jana, and Hati Maiti, used to live on daily labour. The family of each 
consists of two to seven members. Live mostly on the girza herb. 

Pargana Bédlisord, village Bérgold.—Abhiram Bera and Divicharan Bera 
have to live on the girta herb on most days. Hach of them has a family of 
two members. sie 

Pargana Bélijoré village Pdéyrdkard.— Bipra Dalai, Kali Maiti, and Rames 
Das live on thegzria herb on most days for want of labour or alms. Each has 
a family of two to six members. : | 

Parjana Nérhudmuthd, village Dumurdérhi.i—Biru Mana, Kishor Mana, 

Harikar and Gurai Bera do not get work every day. Each has a family of 


Scarcity in the Midnapere khas 
mahal. 


three to five members. Have to fast often. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUs. 


65. The Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the 3rd July says that Government has 

7 shown great miserliness in the distribution of 

See Birthday Honours. honours yi the o¢casion of the King-Emperor’s last 

birthday. ‘The name of only one Indian has found a place in a short list of 

11 recipients of honour. ‘Titles are seldom bestowed on really deserving 

persons. A few Government servants and really deserving’ people have, 

nevertheless, now and them done honour to honour lists. Had Babus Chandra 

Nath Basu and Nabin Chandra Sen, two old Government servants, received 

honour this year, men would have thought that Government honours ability 
more than attery, | | 


66. The same paper has the following :— 


. 7 Jesus Christ preached the brotherhood of man 
What se i OG oO©r ma 
meee To et one whet we ne taught that, as brothers, men should not quarrel 
with one another, and that ifa man has a quarrel 
with his brother he should, before entering into the house of God for making 
an offering, make up the quarrel or his offering would not be accepted. Now 
the moment Englishmen, who are followers of Jesus Chirst set foot in India, 
they learn to hate you as black heathens, and, in their dealings with you, 
place you in the category of the sheep, cow, and other animals which 
are indispensable to them, and regard you Bs agents for rendering them 
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menial service. To them you are a necessity, much in the same wa 
as the cow and the sheep are for the milk and flesh they supply, ang 
as tho horse which draws their carriages. Flushed with prosperi iy. 4 
English and other European nations are to-day trying to gain their object 
by forcibly reducing you to the level of beasts and birds. They want ¢ 
forget and wipe off the page of history the fact that this is the country 5 
Vasistha, Valmiki, Vyas, Vishwamitra, Janak, and Nanak. That this is tho 
land of Ram and Laksman and the Pandavas and the scene of Sri Krishna’s 
as well as Sakya Sinha’s labours is what they cannot tolerate. If you would 
derive pleasure and a sense of strength from a contemplation of the valorougs 
deeds of Rana Pratap, Sivaji, and Pratapaditya, heroes who flourished duri 
the earlier years of our national downfall, even that would be regarded with 
disfavour by that nation of merchants, the English. Once admit that you 
were always a low people like the Kafirs and Zulus, and that it is only by 
contact with honest Englishmen that you are now becoming civilized, and 
all difficulties will be at an end. If you have a mind to secure the favour of 
Englishmen by casting to the winds the many sterling virtues of your ancestors 
oak proclaiming yourselves so many Negroes and Gulus of Africa, you will 
immediately have it. But if, instead, you should stand on the same level 
with Englishmen and pose as their equals, come forward to embrace them or 
shake hands with them, and if you should say that you are as much men ag 
they are and possess as much intellect, feeling, and physical strength as they do, 
i ag sure to be ruined and to find yourselves approaching the abode of 
eath. | 

If you are really bent on living and realising for yourselves a higher life 
than that of plants and shrubs, birds and beasts, you should, first of all, resolve 
to bring about an improvement of your national life. Let ‘‘ national interests 
and improvements” be your motto for ever. To secure these, you must 
cultivate a love for your own people. Try to promote such interests and 
accomplish such improvements, and you will soon find yourselves in possession 
of all those rights to which geographically and historically you are entitled. You 
will then receive at the hands of Government whatever P prs may ask for, and 
you will then come to be respected by the rulers as fit and deserving colleagues. 
But if you cannot do what is required of you, there will gradually be more 
numerous cases of ruptured spleen all over the country, and some day people will 
not improbably come to learn that even Maharaj Kumars, favoured and loved by 
Englishmen, have had their spleens ruptured. Now, think of your necessities ; 
of what you require and ask for, and of what, if received, will satisfy you. 

67. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th July says there is no reason 
| why the advocates of Urdu should be so very glad 
to see the name of the King-Emperor inscribed in 
Persian character upon the Indian coins as well as 
the Kaisar-i-Hind medals. They ought to know that this use of Persian in 
connection with the Indian coins has as little meaning or importance 438 
would be possessed by the use of Chinese in connection with the English . 
sovereign. That does not in any way affect our assertion that Devnagri is 
the character in which the Indian languages ought to be written. 

68. The Tripura Hitaishi {Tippera} of the 7th July puts the following 
imaginary. speech inthe mouth of a European 
tea-planter :— 

Our Master has taught us, ‘“‘ Whosoever shall 
smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” Such was Christ's 
conception of the kingdom of heaven—a kingdom, where there shall be no 
retaliation and where all men shall be united in love. It is this kingdom 
of heaven which Christ sought to establish on earth. We, his disciples, 
also try to do the same. Now, we should first begin with our subordinate 
clerks and coolies. We should so teach them that when beaten by us, far 
from seeking to retaliate, they may present their backs again to be struck 
anew. Such teaching should be imparted in every tea-garden. 

But alas! there are many to oppose good and great work in this world, 
A nasty atheist of a Chief Commissioner of the name of Cotton, together 
with all heathen Bengalis, is opposing the establishment of this kingdom o 
heaven. But, fellow-believers, we will never give up this noble endeavour. 


Use of the Persian character on 
Indian coins. 


The tea-planter’s enunciation of 
his mission of mercy in India. 
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We have come here to effect the progress of India, We have no other 
object than to bring about that progress. We will first bring about that 
progress in our own gardens. Thousands of coolies work under us. The king- 
dom of heaven must first be established among them. These coolies must be 
converted into a model people. ‘‘ Blessed are the merciful,” and we will first 
teach this religion of forgiveness to our coolies. But there are some European 
Magistrates—people who are a disgrace to their race—who oppose us in this 
mission. The power of inflicting punishment must be wrested from their hands, 
and the edges of their weapons once dulled, we need fear no other opposition. 

The Magistrate shows himself an utterly senseless being in his dealings 
with tea-planters. He is utterly incapable of entering into our mot'ves. We 
must, therefore, take upon ourselves the Magistrate’s office. ‘There should be 
a Cantonmeut Magistrate for every tea-garden, and the tea-planter himself 
should be such Magistrate. It may be safely asserted that no one knows the 
coolies better than the managers of tea-gardens, and no one will, therefore, 
be able to decide their cases so well as these managers. We must, therefore, 
agitate for this reform. 

The Hindus charge us with the extirpation of the race of coolies. But no 
one perceives the noble motive which underlies this action of ours. Utilita- 
rian Bentham says that it is well for the world thatthe poor should leave no 
progeny. The coolies are admittedly poor, and their extirpation is, therefore, 
good for the world. 

69. The Pratzna | Calcutta} of the 8th July says :— 

Our contemporary of the Englishman must be in 

pe and European kindness hig dotage or he would not have condemned the 
ours Hindus in such severe terms for their fancied 
indifference to the sufferings of animals. ‘You should not give pain to any 
sentient creature ” is a teaching of the Hindu religion, which is as old as the 
Vedas, Where, as in the Yantras, animal sacrifice is enjoined, particular stress 
is laid on the despatching of the animals with a single blow, on pain of incur- 
ring inexpiable sin. Again, certain animals, such as the bull and. the cow, are 
sacred to the Hindu as favourite animals of certain gods—nay, the cow which 
feeds the Hindu with her milk, from‘his infancy up to extreme old age, is to 
him an object of worship and boundless veneration. But how does the 
European show his kindness to the bovine race, which is so sacred to the 
mare! By yoking them to scavenger-carts and slaughtering them for his 
table. | 
__. Now for another instance of the European’s kindness to animals. Ina place 
in the municipal market at Kidderpore you findalarge number of bulls and cows 
kept for sale, Without any shelter from the burning rays of -the sun or from 
drenching showers, and with no other fodder than a few occasional bundles of 
straw, these poor dumb creatures often remain there for five or six days together. 
Who is responsible for this—the Hindu or the European? - 


Uriya Papers. 


70. Referring to the few light scattered showers of rain last week, the 

Oriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 25th 

June states that the cultivators expect monsoon 

, rains at an early date. 

71. The same paper takes much pleasure in relating a kind act done by 
et ia Mr. Egerton, the Collector of Balasore, who, while 
slesiie oover «on tour, came across one Ganga Barik, of mauza 

Sathaibargan, whose effects were attached on 
account of his inability to pay the chaukidari tax, and released him from the 

a of the oppressing panchayat by paying tthe amount from his own 

72. The same paper gives instances of dacoity, committed in Taliganj 
near Calcutta, and requests the Government to 
= an end to these ucts of lawlessnes at an early 

ate. 


_ Prospects of an early monsoon 
in Orissa. | 


Dacoities in Taliganj, Calcutta. 
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GaRJaTBASIN!, The. Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 27th June describes how a party of 


June 27tb, 1903. ; dacoits in the garb of a jamadar, an amla 
aniien. sain ae ‘other gentlemen entened’ the mauza aly 
khole on the borders of the Talcher and Dhenkanal States on the 15th of Juno 
at 4 aM., and began louting the village and assaulting and arrestiug the Villagers 
under the cover of a demand for rasud. They dispersed themselves at day- 
break without any fear of detection. The writer requests the Talcher and 
Dhenkanal police to act in concert and to bring the offenders to justice 

without any more delay. nee 
G sRIATBASINI. 74, ‘I'he same paper regrets to state that cholera prevails in the Talcher 
and Dbenkanal States. It is said that hundreds 
Doone ll —- 6 Ge he the disease in Kharakprasad and other 
villages in the latter State. 


GaRJATBASINI. 75. The same paper is unable to understand how the thatched roof of 


the elephant house in Angul, resting on strong- 
The fall of the elephant house built brick pillars » gave way to the force of a 
rb moderate wind and fell down unexpectedly, killing 
the mahout, who was sleeping underneath, and severely wounding the 
elephant tied to its post. An enquiry into the circumstances under which 
the accident occurred is solicited. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 76. Referring to the alleged mismanagement of the Karanjia Hospital 
June 27th, 1903. ‘ . in Mayurbhanj, reported in paragraph 57 of 
 clemnuarens the Report for the week ending the 27th June 
1903, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 27th June withdraws its previous 
statement regarding the hospital, and states on reliable authority that the 

charges against the hospital management were unfounded. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 77. Referring to the Association of the Marwaris in Calcutta that 


i Ade i succeeded in compounding several disputes and 
uta SS S”S”~CS™:”:~C«#SLts among the members of that community by 


arbitration last year, the same paper observes that 
the Marwaris have set a good example, which ought to be followed by other 
sections of the Indian community. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 78. The same paper continues its criticism on the judgment in the Puri 


Tis Bot Babsicees, Raja’s case and suggests that Government should 


| take the opinion of the Advocate-General and 
Mr. K. G. Gupta, the permanent Commissioner, and move the High Court to 


set aside the order of the trying Magistrate. The writer argues that if the 
Government has no mind to move in that way, it ought to pay suitable com- 


pensation to the Puri Raja for all his troubles, and punish the offending officers 
concerned by departmental orders, 


UTKALDIPIEA. 79. Referring to the medals, distributed in connection with approved 


‘ exhibits in the Delhi Darbar Exhibition, the ree 
A Uriya receiving a first class paper is glad to observe that Nanda Jethi, o 
— me Des Darter Sn. Cuttack, the recipient of a first class medal, ‘has 

: mantained the reputation of Cuttack for silver 
filigree work and hopes that this will encourage the present generation of 


silver-smiths in Cuttack, who are degenerating for want of adequate 
support. 


10, The same paper approves of the exercise of the discretionary power 
i i a renee pe - penennene sovernss & gg " 

é detin, savour of the District Boards of the Chota Nagpu 
 Ceeenk oe he connection with the election of 4 
representative member in the Bengal Legislative 

Council in the place of Babu Chaturbhooj Sahay, whose term of office ge 
before the close of the present year, and hopes that the District Boards of 


— a eeper will try their best to send a competent man to the Legislative 
ouncil., 


‘UTKALDPIKA. 


UTKaLDIPIKA. 


81. The same paper gives a glowing description of the economic 

il condition of the Uriyas uring the Mogul period, 

the cee water the Moguls and Jeaving- the reader to infer that the Uriyas have 
deteriorated during the British rule. 
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82, A correspondent of the same paper points out that the post-offices in Pres sege 
Post-offices in Orissa and the Ori88@ do not object to issue silver coins belong- : 
vias tages. ing to 1840 and previous years, though they 
strongly object to receive such coins. This is not 
fair, a8 it inconveniences the people in various ways, The correspondent 
argues that if the authorities want to stop the currency of such coins, steps 


should be taken to make them move towards the treasury, whence they must 
not be issued at all. 


Assam PApeERs. 
PAaRIDARSAK, 


83. The Partdarsak [Sylhet] of the 16th June complains of the miserable june 16th, 1908 
condition of the steamers which ply between 

Chhatak and Sylhet in Assam. Most of them have 

got such leaky roofs that the passengers become thoroughly drenched during 

, shower of rain, the worst among them being the steamer named Dais. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
BenGaL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Bengali Translator. 
The 11th July, 1908. 


Bad steamers in Assam. 
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